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Re-make of the

Ahmad and Hamdan Sirif.
By Yamin Vong

=¥=HE fitting out of the four Toyota
Hilux which were loaned as the of-
ficial trucks for the Rainforest Chal-
enge 2008 was done in a record time
of five working days.

It was quite an amazing feat to build
sp 3 truck from scratch to manage the
sxtreme off-roading that the RFC is
wadl-known for,

There were two factors to this rapid
Zustomisation.

One was the popularity of the Toyota
Hilux - all the essential off-road equip-
ment was available

Second was the level of profession-
slism of the outfiteer, in this case dxd
Equipment 5dn Bhd, the Malaysian dis-
wributor of Warn winches, and a com-
orehensive range of equipment.

e managed to get a word with Ste-

=n Tan on his philosophy of creating
the Toyota Hilux as an official truck for
eme 4x4 REC event.

an is the founder of 4x4 Equipment
and he has the distinction of selling
winches in the early 19805 when rec-
reational off-roading had not yst been
popUiansed.

while hic sister Janet Tan is adept
with the latest winches and specifica-
tions, Steven's vast experience means

Members of the RFC core scouting group Mustafari Mahmood
(from left to right), Rizal Hashim Chin, Luis Wee, Basyaruddin

Toyota Hi

A good winch like the Warn XP 9500
is only as good as its mount - the
ARB and Warn are an unbeatable

combination.

that a custorner gets value for money
and a vehicle is equipped cormecthy.

What this means for the customer is
that Tan will recommend the correct
equipment. Mast often that means Aus-
tralian-made winch bars when strue-
tural strength and compliance with
air-bag sensors is an insurance issue
and locally sourced side-rails and rear
bumpers when there is no insurance li-
ability but the build strength is equal if
not better than the imparted kit.

"Our idea was to customise a truck
so that it could get you in and get you
out. The basic philosophy far the RFC
official truck was that we don't want to
change too much. We kept within the
manufacturer’s specifications and for
the RFC Hilux, that was what we have
succeeded,” said Tan,

"Our suspension lift was two inches
so that the changes in the angle of the
drive ling, suspension and the steering
were within the manufacturer's toler-
ances. Luis (Wee, the founder and event
director of RFC) wanted the maximum
size of tyre that could fit in the wheel
well but we went for the 31-inch tyre
that would minimise the extra stress on
the drive shafts.”

True enough, only one of the trucks
had a broken half shaft.

"We fitted the medium duty suspen-

sion because our product brief was that
it would be carrying officials and media
and that comfort would be a priority.
If the truck had been planned to take
part in competition or for cargo car-
rying, we could have fitted the heavy
duty or the extra heavy duty suspen-
sion,” said Tan,

“We used the OME brand becauss
in my experience of selling suspension
systems, the OME is about the only
brand that offers such a range of equip-
ment offering unigue solutions for most
of the truck models.

“It's not a one type fit all type of sus-
pension system, The RFC Hilux there-
fore has a two-inch lift OME system of
leaf springs and matched absorbers.

"The tyres were Silverstone MT117
(31 % 10.5 x R15) because they have
the size and the price was within our
budget.

“There were two items that were not
listed on the official package of items
that we've installed on the Hilux and
that was the metal plate that we fabn-
cated and installed to protect the plas-
tic fuel tank. We also installed a a
plate to protect the transmission case
which was too vulnerable for a C
event.”

The re-make of the Hilux cost about
RM35,000 for each vehicle

Jux

The amount of mudshde & an
indication of how extrems the
RFC was.

The bash plates protecied the
steering linkages
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