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Extrqme test for the Hilux
By Luis l.A. Wee

"fHE Toyota Hilux wll be mahng it5
I debutenlry nto th€ RanforestCha-
r leng€ (RFc) as offcial iuppod ca6

To prcparc the vehicles fof th€ gruelling
challenqe ah€ad, they were sent to 4WD
EqripmentSdn Bhd in Shah Alam, a lead
ing 4x4 speciaisi shop and althorised
dinribrtor for Wain and ARB

Th€ prcductr fitted were chosen to im-
pmve th€ functionality and pm{tically of
the Toyota Hilux.

Wnchr Th€ WARN 9.5 XP was cho5€n
tor its ultimat€ combinaton of dlnbility
and performanc€. lt ha5 9,500 b of pul
ing ltrcngth, the ongen dury cycl€ and
.the rasi€st line sp€€d of any under load.
The 9.5 XPfeaturcs a hiqh output parall€
Seies-Wound motor, a thrce-stage plan-
etary gear ttain and a continuous duqi
contrcl pack which can handle th€ mo5t
difii.ult pull. Added to the full face con
tact drum s€ah, motor and end housing
qdk€tr that deliver exheme dutv water
iesktance, thi5 will be the ultimata rccov-
€ry €quipmentforthe Hilux.

Suspensions: Old Man Emu (OME)
medium duty shocks and srsp€nsions
werc us€d in the upgEdinq for optimum

hn 5no*el. R€al bumpe. upgraded also
with side st€O 5ide mil and a pair of IPF
spoUighti.

fte upgraded Hilux ako came com

plete with Hi-lift ia.k deluxe mode , Wam
winching kil ARB re(overy strap, battery
r5olator and N70Z additional battery wiih

The Hilux being fitted with the LdT
'l'l 7 Extreme tyre.

tor watef prot€ction, th€ ECU was
spray€d with silicon rpray. For trac-
tion, the Sifuentone l\r1T 1ll Lxtrcme
(31x]0.5R15) war fitted.

The upgraded Toyota Hilux lor the RFC r(oul team.
de p€dorman.e indldinq OME ltrut.

rhocl! coil sp nq as well ai! oME Dakai

Bull bar: ARB deluxe win.h b andsa



Bracing for the monsoon
lF the November w€t sp€ls continre,
anoth€r ioodinq niqhtmare can be ex
pected in both Kelantan and Tercngganu,
jun in time for the Rainforest Chalenq€
(RFC).

Ba5ed on the Meteorcloglca S€wic€5
D€padmenl weather forec?5t, fRe fdi
Coart can exped another big Jlooi th s

Both Terengganu and Keantan are now
bEcing for the worut and the min is ex
pected to ldst till early lanuary

How will this y€ar's adventureB cope
with the onslauqhtof anoth€r w€t w€ath

For one, the hadware ii{ully prcparcd,
jldging frcm lhe impr€$ive lineup so
tar

With that in miid, €veryon€t coming
wel pr€parcd to face the wolst.

"We arc preparcd for th€ min as we
have heard so many slo.ies aheady. What

€ver it b, we shall iak€ one day at a tjme,'
laid Andrcy Kurdalov th€ t€am leader
imm Madjvosrok (Ru$!an rar East).

His team mates Yud lgnatenlq And€y
smolyaninov and Valed Porkoshev aqreed
lhat coping with the high humidjty will

be a dallenge itself. fter loyota Land
crui5er and Ni5en Salad are already in
Port K€lang.

The lhais, Indonesians and sd Lankans
will not have any problem with humidily
but along wiih the Russianr lhey will be

'A I0'day €veni i5 unlikeany oth€r that
we have everlaced before," 5aid Sean Ha-
mid and 5iva Rushimn, whowillbe div-
ing thet upgrad€d Toyota Landcruiser.

As lor th€ iupport .rcw of RFC this year,
both new and sen or rnanhal5 will be join-
ing forces fof the first time in 4x4s and
motor cror! moio.bikes.

Compdsing a mini"amy" of48 mem-
bers, both forcign and ocals, they wifl
be divid€d into thrc€ groups ro face th€
manychallenges.

Among the newly acqun€d ari€nalfor
th€ scout team will b€ the upgGd€d tully
"amed" Toyota Hilux. Fitted with ARB
bull ba6, WARN winches 9.5XP, sno*eh,
€ bumper, side nept side ail5, IPF
lpotliqhb and OME luspen5ions among
othe6, these wilibe seen in action for the
ii6t time in the RFC.

Taking the lead rclei with the 5cout5

d vlng th€m, th€i€ Hilux will b€ at the
foref.ont ol the action at lhe Prcdator, Hil
of No Return, Teminator and Twilight
Zon€.

The luilaction wilLbe 5hot on Otmpur
Sw shockproof and waterprcol camem!
which will b€ ured e{ensively in th€ event
by both the media and thescoutteam.

Tne vehkle scrutineering wlll b€ car-
ried out at the Equatorial Hote car pa
in Kuala LumpurfDm Dec 1 to L Catch
these 4x4 warriors and their ma(hiner be-
iorc rhey depa.t.for Chukai.

Yo! can aho watch ihem in action duf-

'ng 
the Prologue Sp€cialstages on D€.5

and 6 in Chukai and Awana Kija, Kema

For mor€ nfornration, callih€ RFC sec,
r€tariat at 03-2163 590816909 at 012
2ll 7080, € mai jo||ee@oinfarcst-chal-
lenge.con at lutswee@yohaa.nn ot og an
lo wvrl. rc i nf a rc s t -eh al ]e nq e. con

The Russian off'road ma.hines are set to battl€ it out in T€r€ngganu.




